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In connection with the present visit to Washington of the 
federal German Economics Minister, Dr. Ludwig Erhard, the Department 
has reviewed its biographic files on Dr. Erhard. Though a large 
amount of material on Dr. Erhard has been submitted by the Embassy, 
this h»o dealt almost exclusively with Dr. Erhard* s personal bmok~ 
ground and his views on economic issues* In the light of th~ fact 
that Dr. Erhard is generally believed to have Increasing prospects 
of some day becoming Chancellor of the federal Republic, the Depart- 
ment would r-nprocinte receiving, on a con timing basis, as broad and 
aa intense a coverage as Is possible of hie views on currant political 
Issues and particularly of his convictions on major long-term 
questions affecting the future of Germany. Vhat Is desired is not 
formal biographic reporting, but direct reports by officers of the 
Embassy who have an opportunity to speak to Dr. Erhard at length and 
who are sufficiently acquainted with him to elicit serious answers to 
general questions on the international posture of Germany. 
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